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DO NOT CIRCULATE

The! fall maneuvors of the Tighth s Arny were covered by five

groups of sources. The reports tir 68 sources who covered four of the
phases from 1 to 20 October 1952 were processed and evatuated indi-
vidually as well ar collectively. It is therefore possible 3 confirm
the. individual repoarts amd to fain an undscstanding of the course and
objective of the exercise as well as of ithe movenents » occupancy of
barracks installctions after the pre-winter evacuation of fall enc

ments, 25X1B

The T/ = e UNItS involved nas not been evaluated in this study,

The novenents of the Lighth Gds Army can be divided into periuds of time
as follows: ' '

a, From 1 t¢ 10 October 1952, part of tho troops and billeting equipuent
were trazgported bto the home stations from the troop trainin; grounds
fn Ohwrdruf, Kirdel amd Lossa. During this period, 49 trains consisting
of 253 convertoed boxcars, 0L Loxcars and. 1,095 flatcars invelving 2L
APlls were observed,

b, TFrom 5 to 10 Cetober 1952,part of the troops noved from the troop
training grourds to the assenmbly areas for tac fall maneuvers in the
Dessaa~.iicsenburg area, During this period, 55 trains consisting of
313 converted boxcars, 130 boxcars and 1,705 flatcars, involving 32 APls,
-eg well as 7 trains of the IV Arty Corps were observed,<
4 coparison of the number of cars of the various types used for there
two nmovements shows that the troops who moved from 1 to 10 Cetover
required GOL boxcars, and therefare it is concluded that they carried

3ix tines the amount of billeting equipuont and bagage to the troop train-

ing grounds that they actually needed for taiz 3irrt-tern axercise,

¢, Irom 6 to§ October 1UZ, another part of the Force marched to the
assenbly areas by road,
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3, Information obtained indicated that the course of the exercise was
as follows: The XXIX 3ds Itz Hifle Corps assembled in the Uessau=-
locthen~iialle-3itterfeld area, south of the Hlbe River, constituting
the ‘Mite Force,d ‘The following units were atiached to this corps,
the 16th ilow Arty Drig (US) of the Gth Arty Liv, the 12hth Iv How
Arty 3rig (US) of the 6th Arty Div, elements of the 3Lth irty Div,
the 25th l.ocket Launcher Urig of the IV Arty Corps of the G(FZ, the
midentified engineer regiment in Sernburg and the 36th Pon Bridge
Lect in ilaideburg of the GO, ane the army -Engr legt and elements of
the 13th Add Uiv ol the Jighth Gds irmy.

Lo e YXVIIT Gds itz i'ifle Corps assempled in the area near seclitz amd
.Alesenbur;; southeoast of tho Altengrabewv troop trainin: grounis, congti-
tuting the Eed Force north of the ilbe Liver, .s O6i trains went te the
nancuver arca and 136 trains returned to the houe stations from that
aroa, it would apnear that at least one hall of the troops invelved
noved to tix maneuver area by road.

5. Load novenente observed included:

(1) The uovement of the 16th How Arty lirig (US) of the TV frty Corps
vhich, on  October, uoved from Altengrabow to the area southecast
of Tessau via zZiesar-/iesenbury-Coswig.

(2) The nmotor nmovenent of the 2lst Gds llecz Liv which, during the period
from 6 to 9 October, left the Lossa troop training grounds southward,
then went westward via Luttstaedt~Cerlishausen and, probably turning
north via Hoslleda~ileldrungen, reached Highway Yo 80 near Sangerhausen,
Cther sources reported those notor eloments nassing throush ilalle,
coning frowm the direction of Tisleben and proceedins in the direction

25X1B  of iocthen. | | 1argze
elements of the 39th and U7th Gds [tz Iifle Divs must have noved by
road.

0o AlL troops weore ass nbled on 10 Cetober. The XWITI 3ds g i4fle Corps,
Ied orce, probubly had assuned 2 c.eLen...ive noultwr* in the darby-Aken -
Lhosslau section on the north bank of the :1be iiver and had advunced
reconnaisgance units across the river prior to the beirnine of the exers
cine, The reinforced LXIY Gds itz Lifle Corps of the .hite Yorce : ttacke
ing from e south cislodped these Ded reconnaigssance units snd reached
the south banlr of the Llbe kiver by 11 (etoixr. “The first hite clesents
probably crossed tho river in the evenin; on 11 OctoLer and, Curing that
nisht, constructed five wridpes naking it possible far the bLulk to cross
in a ver; ghort tine, The large vihite artillery jroup Joined the xXXIX
%ds Ltz Lifle Corps in its zone of action, woving from an assenbly area
southeast of Dessau and east of the lulde liver and advancing from east
to west at richt angles to the novements of the other Lhite troops. Wn

5 October, the 36th Pon dridie Tegt of the yroup had been assigned the
vroblen of constructing a bridge across the .ulde hviver near {leutsch to
facillitate the novenent of the artillery units vwhen crossing the river
viestward., This action was carried oub before the assembly movements that
were still under way on 9 Cctober, and it cannot be deteruined whether
the operation was a special exercise or amerely a practice.

7o The attacl: of the .hite main group which procceded from the scuth in the
direction of Zerbst via thoe iken~Brambach area was supported by a ‘smaller
group vhich, advancing from the wooded area norticast of Locdderitzm, pro-
oaaly crossed on ferries and attacked toward uerbst from the southwest.
im derbst, which is at the intorsection of five roads on which tho led
Units had to retreat northwarc after bein; dislodged froen the north bank
of the river, was vital to both forces, the. agpressor wanted to capture
this point at the carlicest pessible noment. Therefore, heavy fishbting
with extensive anplojuent ol artillery and air force developed in that
area on 13 Cetober, i.cd units were to maintair possession of the air-

field of Zerbsi 88 a strong point Por tactical reasons.
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25X1X ‘ -8, |supp11ed the information on the construction of
: bridges. He stated that in places at which the minimm width of the
; Hlbe River was 250 moters and on a frontage of 6 km, five bridges were
built aeross the river during the night of 11 October. Of the five
: built, three were pontoon bridges with three-section equipment, one wes
i an iron pile-bent bridge, and one was an underwater bridge on piles,
probably a foot tridge for persomnel, Although this report is uncon-
. firmed, 3% sppears croedible inasmueh am 2 enginser regtments of the
i GOFG, 1 army engineer regiment, 1 corps englneer bettalion and 2 divisional
i engineer battaliona were availeble. However, the construction of the
! pile-bent bridge must have taken at least 24 hours.

s T“he tactical aspect of building a large numbor of Uridges curing one
nizht indicates that the .hite aggressor aticmpted to bring strong
forces including numerous heavy batteries across the river in order
to follow up the retreatins; enemy with nassed -orces and long-range
fire., This principle of im .ediate pursuit was also emphasized in
numerous suallescale exercises of tank units this sumer,

10. Couparisen of the leading areas used after cnnpletion of the exercise
with the unloading arcas used prior to the beginninz of the exercise
shows that curing the pericd from 13 to 15 Gelober, the white forces
advanced continuously, probably as far as the Belzig-Barby lino, and
threw the led XXVIIT 3ds #a #ifle Corps back as {ar as the area of
Alten;rebow, The exercise onded with this action on 15 October.3 and 4

11l. Only incouplete uuornatim is aveilable on the participation of the
2hth air frmy. The ground attack roginent stationed in Dessau took
of{ at 10:30 a.m, and lardled in Iossaun azain at 3:30 P.lle On 9 Cctober,
It is, therefore, believed that on that day the regiment made an inter~
mediate landing at an unidemvified airfield farther south. 45 the air-
craft had the markinzs of the shite feorce, there is reason for believing
that they attacked the acseubly areas of the Tied forces, The pround
attack regimont stationed in Trandenburp-irade moved fron Brandenburg
to Joscan on 10 October and was nrobally assignoG a similar nission,
The fighter division in lerseburg -ili-Loennevite-ierbst was involved
in tie excreise on 15 Cetober,

12. &£11 aruy units of the sighth (du ‘rry and the I" Lrty Corps noved on
135 trains frou bhe loading areas north of' the flbe Tiver to their
home stations during the pericd from 16 to 19 Octobsr.2

13,

25X1B

25X1B
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15, "The exercica was used to train the headquarters and troops at arny
level on the following subjects: : . '

Le Tntraining and detraining.

B. .stallishment areas anc movemsnts frow and to these arcss Ly
. headquarters during limfited periods of time.

C. [Handling of logistical problems Ly transportation offices and
testing of the operational and structural capacity of the rail-
road systemn, :

D, lotor movements on highways and roads over ;reat distances ine-
volving problems of fuel supply.

T Lateral moveuents in the cowbat zone by large artillery units
) moving through other troops involving traffic control problens.

F. Tiver defense and delaying actions in successive positions.
G. LDefense of strong points,

Io Iridge Building, with emphasis on time and rapid river crossings
by large concentrated elenentse )

I. DPursuit following penetration.

It cannot be detormined vhether tho headquarters ard troops
" involved vere able to cope with these problems successfully,

16, lowever, the information on the enpineer training in river cresuing
vhich had already been emphasized in 1951 and was described in perae
sraph 3 of the presont roport allows the followin: corclusions:

The source who reported on budges, stated that five bridres were
built during one nizht and viere (Elim.xantlecl until 15 Cctober, vhen the
exercise was probably coupleted.” The constriuction of the pile~bent
bridge and the underwater foob bridge on piles was extremely fast and
was probably accorplished that rapidly because of criticism by Soviet
Uarshal I.:l. Konev, who in 1951, had reprimanced the same enginecer

- units at the same sector of the Llbe Liver for slowness. 7The commande
ing enginecr officers may, therefore, have felt compelled to estabe
lish record times this year. In support.of this conclusion, it was
repextedly reported by sources that the onpineer units concernsd
¢rilled in the sage places on the Llbe Niiver sector during the sumer
training periods. :

1. Comrent, OHce anmex 1,
25X1 A2. Coment, fee Lionex 2.
3. Jomn‘tv_ " See synex 3,
b Louiont,  See jnex Lo
R Cotmient, feo Annex 5,
O, 30;:1:‘.19?;%.; wee Annex 6 for a list 01; reports, on which this

study is vased,
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Annex 1

-1 -

ds _Army anc the IV iriy Corps curing the Period from

Trains of the sichth §

1 to 10 Octoler,

. The inforrmtion is based on reports by threoo sources.’

Shipment-Bocard lumber

ATTY
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Unit intraining ‘Tunter of
Area Trains
7534Ys through 75347 U/i irty vrig. of the Uhrcruf L)
AXVIII Gds itz Lifle ‘ )
Carps )
» )
75348 through 75350 20th Gds Mecz Div Chrdruf 3 )
| | )
7561 through 75616 LoTth AAL Regt (US)  Chrdruf 3 )
of the XXVIIT Gds )
Mtz Difle Corps )
. o )
75617 39th Gds itz Lifle Onrdruf 1 ) L9 trains
Div ) to howe
) stations
75619 20th Gds lecz Div Chrdruf 1 ) :
| | , )
75620 through 75623 Hq unite of the Ohrdruf L )
XXVIII Gds %z iifle )
, Corps ).
)
7562L through 75633 20th 3ds liecz Liv Chrdruf 10 )
| | )
7563l through 75642 ilg units of the XXIX isisenach 9 )
Gds :itz Lifle Corps )
-
| )
75643 through 75650 57th Gds bz Lifle Disenach 8 )
Liv )
)
7565L through 75659 21st Gds Hecz Div lossa 6 )
* Total Le
75660 through 75683 20th Gds llecz Div  Ohrdruf 2 )
)
7568l through 75687 g units of the CGhrdruf L )
XXVIII Gds !tz Lifle )
Corps )
)
75688 through 75693 20th Gds lecz Liv hrdruf 6 )
; >
7569l through 75699 21st Uds jecz Uiv Lossa 6. )
)
75701 through 75702 57th Gds Mtz Lifle #isenach 2 )
Div . )
_ )
75703 through 75705 q units of the XXIX iisenach 3 )
Gds Itz wifle Corps )
. )
TE706 threugh 75707 39th Gds Mtz Rifle Div Chrdruf 2 )
‘ )
75717 19th Indep Gds ingr DBad Koesen 1 )
Bn of the lighth Gds )
)
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75736 through 75737
75476 through 75477

75600

drig (US) of the
IV Arty Corps

25th IIL Brig of the Promnits

IV Arty Corps

“lements of the 3Lth frty Tanger-
~iv of the IV /rty Corps huette

Flements of the 3hth Arty OStendal
Liv of the IV Arty Corps

e N N M N N N N N N N e e e N N St M e P N S Nt N S Nt

Avviex 1
-2 -
Shivment~lLecord Lanber Unit mntraining Jumber of
Lrea Trains
75719 through 75722 13th ;AR Div Leinar I
75606 91st S5iz Negt (US) .einar 1
of the Eighth 3ds
Ixmy :
75607 53d Sig Bn (US) of Chrdruf 1 6ly trains
the XXVITI Gds Hiz to the
Lifle Corps Lessau=
wiesenbury
75865 880th lngr Bn of Templin 1 area
the XAVIII 4ds %z
Iiifle Corps
75732 through 75725 12Lth v ilow irty  Brandenburg ks

Totai

STCT AT/CONTICL~ Wi, CLPICTALS CHLY
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Trains of tho idishth Gds Army and the IV irty Corps ..elurnins from “he )

Uessau-wiesenbugg irea to tleir ieme wtations

during the Period frem 16 to 19 Octouer 1952,

The inornation is based on reports by six sources,

Shirnent~Record Number Unit sntraining iLrea Humber of

Trains
75635 tirough 75915 20th Gds lfecz DIv iiesar—iltene 3
" grabow
75916 through 75930 39th Jds Itz lifle  Lindau 15
| I(J}i;th 6ds ¥mgr 9n leinsdorf)

75931 through 75933 220th v Tank &P ledlitz 3
. tegt of the #i-hth
ids Army

7593L throuzh 75940 215t (ds lecz Div Hodlitz 7

750l through 75946 39th GOds Itz Lifle Loburg 6
Av .

75647 through 7595t IV irty Corps Loburg G

75956 through 75958 U/i srty orig of the selzig 3
ZXVIIT Gds Ltz Lifle

‘ Corps '

75959 through 75962 13th 444 Div Uelzig L

75953 U/L irty Lrig of the woelaig 1
XXVIII Gds Iz 1401e
Corps

7595 Army troops of the Belazig ]
wdghth Gds Srmy

75940 g unit of the IXVITI elzig 1
Gds [z Biflo Corps

75957 316th iL Regt of the Gelzig 1
XXVIII Gds g idfle
Sorms

75970 . unidertified unit 1

75971 through 75973 30th(?) Army AT Arty  elzig 3
drig of who iighth
‘Gds Crniy

7567 19th Iniep Uds Tngr  Aken 1
- Zn of the Lighth
Gds Lomy

STCLAT/COLTIOL = UeS. P TCTALS OITY
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Shipnent-liecard llumber

Unit

25X1A

L ]

Annex 2
-2 -

75075 through 75999

75001 through 75002

75004 through 75014

57th Gds itz Lifle
Div and Hg units of
the XXIX Gds itz
Lifle Corps (Fngr
Units .ieinsdorf)

U/i irty Urig of the
IXIX Gds itz Rifle
Corps

intraining Area wumber of -
Trains
wiesenburg- 25
" lerbst
Zerbst 2

) IV Arty Corps Loburg-Alten: rabow- 10
except 75005 ). Yasdeburg 11
75816 through 75827 )
except 75822 )
75035 {00th Engr Bn of the «iesenburg 3
XXVITI Gds 4tz Rifle {(for Templin)
GCorps
Total 136
BCLET/CONTIOL + UeSoOFFICIALS OHLY .
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